Lern, FAITHBRIDGE FOSTER CARE
FaithBridge IMPACT REPORT 2018

FOSTER CARE

FAITH IN ACTION




Dear FaithBridge Ministry Partner, Looking back at
2018 reveals a year of incredible impact. Together we
have served more children than ever and continue to
see growth. I've said in past years that we are better
together and that continues to be true. We can’t do
this without our heroes: our staff, our financial donors,
our prayer warriors, our church partners, volunteers
and foster parents.

When we hear the word “hero” we often think of
someone who has extraordinary abilities or has done
something that no one else can do. We might think of
first responders or comic book / movie characters.

In Hebrews chapter 11, often referred to as the “Hall
of Faith,” we read a long list of biblical heroes that
includes all of the familiar men and women of God
who did special or miraculous things. What do they all
have in common? They lived by faith in obedience to
God’s calling on their lives.

While times have changed since Noah built the ark
to save his family from the great flood, or since David
faced Goliath with nothing but a slingshot, our God
has not changed. He still calls ordinary people to do
extraordinary things through the power of Jesus Christ.

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT + CEO

As you read through this report, | invite you to
celebrate the “heroes of foster care,” who have put
their faith in action to share the hope, healing and
unconditional love of Jesus Christ.

In the following pages you’ll read about everyday
people like the Tommasellos, who by faith, built a
relationship with their foster child’s birth mother
to help her care for her son after reunification. And
Carmen Abernathy, who by faith, rallies others to
provide much-needed support for the foster families in
her church. And like the Jernigans, who by faith, chose
to invite an 18-year-old into their home and provide
the support she needs to navigate into adulthood and
independence.

While we could only share a few stories here, we
celebrate all of you for the part you play in serving the
vulnerable children of Georgia.

Because you have answered God’s calling to serve, a
record 414 children experienced the hope, healing,
and unconditional love of Jesus in 2018.

HEBREWS 12:1-2 (NIV)

“Therefore, since we are
surrounded by such a great
cloud of witnesses... let us run
with perseverance the race
marked out for us, fixing our
eyes on Jesus, the pioneer
and perfecter of faith...”

Tt ) Bpude plidln.

Bob Bruder-Mattson
President & CEO

P.S. Because of your support and your prayers, 2018 was an unprecedented year and we know that
we can serve even more children in need in 2019. Thank you for helping these children experience
the love of Jesus.

WHO WE ARE

This results in inspired and growing church ministries, foster families who are
answering God’s call, and foster children who are placed in loving Christian homes.
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ANSWERING

Meet the Jernigans. If you told Lacy and Scott Jernigan a
year ago that they would be foster parents with an 18-year-
old young woman living with them and their twin toddlers,
they probably wouldn’t know what to think.

It all started when Lacey realized that something was not
quite right with one of the young women in the small group
she led at Browns Bridge Church. She knew action needed
to be taken, which meant reporting some things about
Morgan’s current living situation. This resulted in Morgan’s
removal from her home.

Despite several attempts at finding a new home for Morgan,
she was eventually placed in a group home and God started
to nudge Lacey and Scott’s hearts.

“I' was having dreams about taking her in,” says Lacey. “I felt
like God wanted us to be involved in her life, but we didn’t
know what that meant.”

Scott and Lacey got permission from the state to bring her
to and from church so that she could keep some of the
connections she had made there. Eventually they both knew
what to do.

“I soon knew that | wanted to call her my own, but | was
afraid to tell my husband that | felt like God wanted us to take
her in.” says Lacey. “I prayed, ‘God if this is what you really
want for her, you are going to have to tell Scott yourself’
How could | ask my husband to take in a teenage girl when
our twin daughters had just turned one?”

“We have been overwhelmed
with all the support. This

has been the most amazing
journey.”

GOD’S CALL

Within a week Scott approached Lacey and said “OK. What
do we need to do to keep her?”

“llost it,” Lacey said, “I knew what God had already placed in
my heart and He clearly placed it in my husband’s heart too.”

There was only one barrier. They needed to become licensed
foster parents — a process that often takes the better part of
6 months.

Enter FaithBridge and the Fostering Together ministry at
church partner North Point Community Church.

Working together, they expedited the training and home
study process so that the Jernigans were approved within
two months, despite significant barriers, including a major
flood in their home.

It took another three months, but on December 1 they finally
brought Morgan home. Their Community of Care supported
them in countless ways, including mentoring Morgan and a
bedroom renovation project by their small group.

Being foster parents was never something they thought of,
according to Lacey. “We tend to think of the foster parents
we know as superheroes and we could never live up to that.”

They have since learned that it has nothing to do with
having any special talent, just faith in God.

“None of this has been easy by any means,” said Lacey, “but
we have never felt more purpose in anything we have done.
All it takes is to be obedient to that one next step God calls
you to, and He will take care of the details and carry you
through.”

THE CRISIS

We are starting to see some stabilization in the numbers of children in foster care, but with approximately
14,300 children still in care and 5,300 licensed foster parents we are still facing a crisis for the children of Georgia.

As Georgia’s largest Christ-centered Licensed Child Placing Agency, FaithBridge Foster Care’s model of
partnering with churches creates growing and sustainable foster care ministries. We partner with local
churches offering both traditional and therapeutic programs and we help recruit, train, license, and support
foster families within each ministry. By placing children in loving Christian homes, providing Biblically based
training, guiding our churches to develop a Community of Care for each family and providing a FaithBridge
Family Consultant (our version of a case worker who partners with each family on their fostering journey) our
families never foster alone.
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LETTERS OF SUPPORT

Meet the Tommasellos. Foster parents, Jaime and Craig
Tommasello where very cautious about meeting Haley at first.
They started getting to know her during pick up and drop off
of her son, their foster child, Andrew. They quickly realized
that she was open to having a relationship with them.

Soon, Jaime was sharing a picture of Andrew every day
since Haley worked six days a week and only got to visit him
once a week. Craig admitted that he was more cautious
at the beginning but when he saw that Haley was taking
responsibility, it helped him to let his guard down.

“She took full responsibility and acknowledged that we were
just the foster parents, we didn’t take her son away” Craig
reflected, “Haley didn’t fight us or view us as a part of the
system.”

By the time Andrew left the Tommasello home to be reunited
with Haley, Jaime and Craig were intentional about letting
her know that she could still reach out to them if ever she
needed support.

“I would send letters home when children in our care would
visit with their biological parents,” Jaime explained. “When
baby Andrew returned home, we sent a letter to say Haley

What if more foster parents
could support families in this
way and offer hope, healing,
and unconditional love even
beyond the parameters of
traditional foster care? The

church is poised to play a part
in completely transforming
foster care and providing
support to families in need.

can call us if she needed anything. We did not know if she
would respond but we hoped she would.”

The next week, she did.

Haley called to say that Andrew had the flu and the daycare
wouldn’t take him for the day. The Tommasellos where there
to help.

“I was just so happy she called,” Jaime explained. If Haley
couldn’t find a sitter, she wouldn’t be able to go to work
that day. The Tommasellos were happy to take baby Andrew
while he recovered. Shortly after, Haley caught the flu. In
between coughs and sneezes, she told Jaime that she would
be on her way to get Andrew.

“We can keep him until you recover,” Jaime shared. She
could hear the relief in Haley’s voice.

It can be difficult for biological parents to reach out for
support when they need it but the Tommasellos made it that
much easier for Haley by sending a simple letter of support
to open the door for Haley to connect to them even after
her baby returned home. This is the type of support that all
parents need. When a parent does not have these resources
and family support their chances of success are reduced.
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Contributions from our Board of Directors cover all
management, general, and fundraising expenses.

Board of Directors + Executive Leadership

Richard L. Jackson - Chairman Laurence Powell

Michael Kendrick - Treasurer Charles R. Evans

Wayne Stolz - Secretary Ronald Blue

Bob Bruder-Mattson - President & CEO



BEHIND-THE-SCENES HEROES

Meet Carmen Abernathy. The foster care experience is
filled with moments that can leave foster families feeling
overwhelmed. There are many ways to be the back-up
support for children and families in need. There are moments
when this back-up support can save the day.

Carmen Abernathy and her Sunday School class do just that.
They work with Mt. Bethel’s “Called to Care” ministry and
provide priceless ongoing support to foster families.

The class — launched in 1990 by Carmen and her husband
—is made up of about 35 retirement-age people who have
consistently met every Sunday for 30 years.

“We have always done different community projects and
mission projects.” Carmen explained, “About three years ago
we decided that we wanted to have one primary focus.”

Carmen met with Stephanie Watts, the “Called to Care”
Ministry Liaison, and asked what this group could do to
support the church’s foster care ministry.

Carmen’s Sunday School group is now dedicated to support
foster parents wherever they are needed.

Here are some ways they support the “Called to Care”
Ministry:

1. Get-to-know-You Picnics. Carmen’s class brings picnic
food and games for this event during which families and
their foster children get to know each other.

“We are behind the scenes
supporting the foster parents.
We help coordinate fellowship
events and provide additional
support whenever it is

needed,” says Carmen.

2. Date nights. There is never a wrong way to offer a foster
family a night out! The class members offer babysitting to
give foster parents much-needed time off.

3. Handy-Man Day and Handy-Man Projects. Carmen’s
Sunday school group connected with a carpenter to help with
building projects. They have helped with bedroom updates
for foster children, organizing garages, spring cleaning, and
plumbing.

4. Cutting Grass. The group heard that someone’s
lawnmower was broken so they went out and cut the grass.

5. Valentine’s Day Meal Trains. What better way to say “I
love you” than free food cooked by someone else! They
helped cook dinner for 8-10 foster families and made
Valentines goodies for the children.

6. Celebrations Events. They host church-wide celebration
events for foster and respite families throughout the year. In
the summer they host pool parties for families.

7. Christmas Parties. They host an annual Christmas party at
the Mt. Bethel Community Center and provide gift baskets
and crafts for the children.

Carmen and her Sunday school group are just one example
of so many among our church partners who choose to use
their time, talent, and treasure to be a blessing to foster
families and children.

Thank you for being everyday heroes to our foster families
and the children in their care!
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OUR DONORS AND CHURCH PARTNERS

Donors

Patricia Albert-Wigbels
Patricia Alston

Amazon Smile Donors
Ameritrade Donors
Anonymous

Derric Bakker

Robert Ballard

Noelle Banks

Aaron Barton

Angela Bauman

Emmitt & Martha Beall
Robert Beebe

Dayna Benard

Mary Blacker

Thomas Blaine

Zach Blend

Ronald & Judy Blue

April Brass

Hammond Breland
Brookhaven Presbyterian Church
Bob & Sue Bruder-Mattson
Karen Burgess

Benjamin Burnett

Scott Casey

Hayley Catt

Robin Christian

CoBank Donors

Doretta Cohran

Sylvia Comer

Christ Community Church
Teresa Connors

Ferrell & Libby Coppedge
Thomas & Nicole Cousens
Susan & Travis Cowie
Christina Cruce

Pamela Davis

Tracey Dumas

Gregory Durden

Charlie & Janice Edwards
Jeanne Esterling

Charles & Renee Evans
Facebook Fundraiser Donors
Susan Feazell

Thomas Ferrara

Duane & Marci Fickel
Susan Folger

Catholic Foundation of North GA Inc.

Foundation for Impact on
Literacy & Learning

L.J. & Barbara Gallman
Chris & Katrina George
Charles & Herlene Gilbert
Esther Goetz

Brandon Gray

Randel Hambrick

Jacob Hamilton

Linda Hamilton

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hargreaves
Robert & Trena Hargreaves
Darryl Harris

Nicole Harris Hammon
Edward Hastings

Kristi Henderson

Brian & April Holcombe
Daniel & Julie Homrich
Kelly Hull

Dennis Hurst

Rick & Melody Jackson
Greg Johnson

Michael & Michelle Kendrick
Larry & Margaret Kiefer
Brooke Kivett

Jennifer Knighton

Jacinda Kolosna

Justin Koonz

Leslie Kurtz

Nancy & Gene Lambert
Terry Lamontagne

Julie Layland

Legacy Community Housing Corporation

Liberty Church
Kimberly Lilly
Michael Manougian
Rachel McGraw
Ann McMahon
Daniel & Kathryn Meehan
Rob Mentnech
Erech Meyers
Valerie Miles
Randall Mink

Kathy Montesi
Justin Moore
Timothy Moore
Mount Bethel UMC
Vicki Najor

Bruce & Cinda Neurohr
New Salem Baptist Church
AJ Newman

Eric Ouelette

Homer & Linda Ozguc

Carol Paradise

Ronnie Patterson

Gregg & Josie Pawlowski
Alfred Perreca

Carmen Perry

Piedmont Church

George & Merrily Piepho
Brent Potvin

Larry & Betsy Powell

Samuel Prothro

Rhema Community Church, Inc.
Jeffery Richardson

Angela Rodda

Michelle Sampson

Lindsey Sanders

Kevin & Kelly Sandt

Brian Schlosser

Charles & Mei Ling Shackleton
Sandra Smith

Aja Snyder

John & Polly Sparks Foundation
Jeff & Amy Stadler

Patricia Steinwedell

Deanna Still

Wayne & Evie Stolz

Kerry Teel

The Revolution.TV, Inc.
Christopher Thompson

Ruth Thyen

Eddie & Patti Turner

Kim Venti

Richard & Cindy Vicic

James Walchle

William Wallace

Sharon Louise Walsh Asbury
Jordan Wardach

Stephen & Staphanie Watts
Jerry Weber

Laurie Welter

Wildwood Baptist Church
Debbie Williams

Williams Benatar & Libby LLP
Robert & Judy Winchell

Randall Yeomans
YourCause Giving
Donna Zilavy

Church Partners
Cartersville First Baptist
Cedarcrest Church

Celebration Church

Christ Place Church
Cumberland Community Church
Dunwoody Baptist Church
Faith Community Church

First Baptist Church Alpharetta
Four Points Church

Gospel Hope Church

Highview Church

His Hands Church

Karis Community Fellowship
Liberty Church

Life Church International

Mars Hill Community Church
Midway Church

Momentum Christian Church
Mount Bethel UMC

Mount Zion Baptist Church
New Salem Baptist Church
Noonday Baptist Church
North Point Community Church
Northside Church

NorthStar Church

Perimeter Church

Rehoboth Baptist Church
Relevant Church

Revolution Church
Stonecreek Church

The Square

Tri-Cities Church

Vertical Life Church

Vintage 242

Wildwood Baptist Church
White Stone Fellowship
Woodstock First Baptist Church

“Religion that God our
Father accepts as pure and
faultless is this: to look
after orphans and widows
in their distress and to
keep oneself from being
polluted by the world.”

Thank you for your
support of Georgia’s
vulnerable children!



OUR 2018 IMPACT
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Contact Us

4400 North Point Pkwy, Suite #210
Alpharetta, GA 30022 - 678.690.7100
FaithBridgeFosterCare.org




